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The Honorable Spencer Abraham

Secretary of Energy 550030
1.8, Department of Energy

1000 Independence Ave SW

Washington, D.C 20385

SEP 0 4 7001

Dear Secretary Abiaham:

Redwood Alliance, a safe energy advocate, and the 5,000 members it fepresents, obects to the lack of proper, reasonable
rotice and cpoortunity for hearing on the DOE s site recommeandation of Yucea Mauntain for a national high-level nuclear
waste repository.  Cn August 21, 2001, wit less than 30 days for any interestec persen to read the DOE s more than 370
~age long technical report, “Yuesa Mountain Preliminary Site Suitability Evaluation,” vour agericy anncunced it was holding
ruelic heanngs on the ste recommendation of Yusca Mountain in Nevada between September 5th and 13th.  Net only are
these hearings provided with totally inadequate notice, but, for persens wno will be affected by the requisite transportation:
cf high-level nuclear waste throlgh therr hormetowns via rail a~d roed. your agency has provided no opporunity o com-
ment on the suitability of the recommendation. A few meetings in Nevada does not come close to providing ar: opportunity
for public hearing on a project of this magnitude and immense rotential denger ta those on transportation routes through-
out the county. In addition, it is plain that the notice you pravided was defective not only for being assurdly short notize, but
for providing rotice to meet at a place. canceling that site, then croviding another site with an incorrect acdress  More-
aver, your agzncy provided that final natice of the meeting at the wrong address on August 31st, the beginning of the long
-abor Day weekend, less thar five days to the mesting including the intarvenirg weetend and holiday

Finally, it 1s plain from the notices your agency publshed n the Federal Register cn August 21, 27, and 37 that the public
i not clearly placed o rotice that these are puziic heanngs o your agency’s cecision to recommend fucca Mouniain as
the site for a national high-level nuciear was:e repository.  Persens reading the notice are given the impression that these
are merely hearings on the oreliminary sitz suitability evaiusticn. Even then, your provision of less than thirty days notice
from the availaciiity of the 370 page evaluation and the few hearings in Mevada make it impossibie for ordinary citizens to
nave any meaningful participation i1 such reetings.  The rotice was absurdly short even to arrange one’s schecule to
attend. 102 far away from most persorns who are interested due to being on the high-level nuclear wasts transporation
reutes, too little time to acouire and assinilate the substanse of the 370-plus page evatdation of the site, and completely
defective cua fo the errors mentioned anove,

There is ro doubt that, no matter what provisions may be in the Nuclear Waste Policy Act, the United States Constlitution's
Fifth Amendment protectiors require that persens such as surselves—and afected Nevadans-~—must nave at least rea-
sonable notice ard an opportunty to be heard on 2 decision such as this one, a decision with vast repercussions and gravs
cotential dangers. Your ageney's actions ir this regard have not come even closs ta meeting the most minimal constitu-
tional protections of citizens’ rights to due process in this instance. \We are cerfzin you have violated our rights and those
cf the citizens of Nevada.

We cali on you to reschedule these hearings with adequate notice and & meaningfu! opperiunity to be heard by all persons
who will be affected by your agency’s recommendation of Yucca Mouritain zs ihe national high-level waste regository.

Sincerely. N
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Michagi Welch, Office Coordinator
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cc:  Lake Barreft, Acting Director
Office of Civiian Radioactive Waste Managemen:
Caral Hanlon
Yucca Mcourtain Site Characterization Cffice

e

pe box 293 arcata, ca 95518 ¢ 707-822-7884
fax: 707-822-3481 + www.lge.org/redwood
redwocd.alliance@homepower.com



